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RAYS is a community-based organization dedicated to supporting local youth in their pursuit of post-
secondary education.
Awards are provided to students wishing to attend universities, community colleges, trades and 
apprenticeships programs. Student applicants attend both English or French language, public and 
Catholic secondary schools in our defined catchment area. 

We are very proud of our RAYS Award recipients graduating university in 2026:

Rory Duffy, Trent University Forensic Science
Martin Hewitt, University of Toronto, Mathematics and Physical Sciences
Lauren McDermid, Ontario Tech University, Kinesiology. 
Libby Millsap, Western University, Kinesiology

We are grateful to all of our community champions who support this endeavour: 

•	 Our donors who give generously in the name of RAYS. 
•	 Our volunteers who give freely of their time as board and committee members while others mentor  
	 students through their post-secondary studies.
•	 Our teachers and counsellors who strive to reach potential students to make them aware RAYS  
	 opportunities.

Each year, the caliber of RAYS student applicants continues to impress with their school and 
community contributions, their successes and persistence. 
Each year our founding vision comes to life in every one of them. 
The sunlight of their acomplishments give us hope for our future.
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INTRODUCING THE RAYS 2025 AWARDEES...
UNIVERSITY DESTINATION:
Receiving a four year, $20,000 scholarship are:
MILES DEMPSEY, Collingwood Collegiate Institute,Bachelor of Engineering, Dalhousie University, Halifax
HAILEY GRIFFIN, Our Lady of the Bay Catholic Secondary School, B.A. Honours Program, Queens University, Kingston
ALYSSA ROWBOTHAM, Our Lady of the Bay Catholic Secondary School, Bachelor of Science, Western University, 
London
CHRISTOPHER STEPHENS, Stayner Collegiate Institute, Honours Civil Engineering, Waterloo University, Waterloo.

Receiving a two - year $4000 Award of Merit award are:
HANNAH BLOEMENDAL, Stayner Collegiate Institute, Bachelor of Engineering, Carleton University, Ottawa
ISABELLA MAY, Stayner Collegiate Institute, Bachelor of Sports Management, Brock University, St. Catherines.

COLLEGE DESTINATION: 
Receiving awards ranging from $2,000 to $4000 are:
ERIKA BARTON, Stayner Collegiate Institute, Registered Practical Nurse program, Georgian College, Barrie
KEAGHAN DEA, Collingwood Collegiate Institute, Welding and Fabrication Technician, Cambrian College, Sudbury
SAMANTHA GROHAL, Centre Dufferin District High School, Bakery and Pastry Arts Management, Conestoga College, 
Waterloo 
JACKSON MITCHELL, Stayner Collegiate Institute, Electro Mechanical Engineering, Algonquin College, Ottawa
JACK WALSH, Stayner Collegiate Institute, Architecture Technology, Georgian College, Barrie
VIKTORIA WILLIAMS, Stayner Collegiate Institute, Pre-Service Fire Fighting, St. Lawrence College, Kingston.

APPRENTICESHIP DESTINATION: 
SHANE BOWMAN, Stayner Collegiate Institute, Truck and Coach Technician, Steer Enterprises
GRAHAM MONAHAN, Stayner Collegiate Institute, Plumbing Apprenticeship, James Cober Plumbing. 

RAYS also administers the Bryan Ellis Award of $2000, which was awarded to BROOKE MERKLEY, Mulmur, who is  
undertaking a Practical Nursing program. 

IN 2025, OUR FOUNDING VISION CAME TO LIFE IN POWERFUL WAYS.

RAYS began work to meet the goals developed in our 2024 Strategic Plan as most notably we, 
1)	 renamed and re-organized our awards around three distinct pillars defined by destination- of university,  
	 community college and trades. Each category is unique, as our potential applicants. We want to make sure we  
	 reach as many of them as possible. Our application processes and print and digital communication now clearly  
	 reflects these three student destinations.
2)	 restructured our award categories  to reach more students bound for university and community college.
3) 	 streamlined our volunteers access and communication with students by working together.
4) 	 expanded award funding to reach more students headed for post-secondary education in each destination.
5) 	 welcomed new committee and board members to our volunteer base.
6) 	 began a thorough review and revision of roles, standing committee structures, procedures and responsibilities to  
	 ensure we are current in our organization’s governance.
7) 	 continue to limit our administration costs. We are proud that  95% of our funds continue to be allocated to student  
	 education. 

The RAYS organization community of volunteers and donors know that talent in our community is spread evenly and 
opportunity is not. 

We are grateful to the many who share their time and talents and financial resources.
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CELEBRATING OUR GENEROUS DONORS:
The spirit of uniting around a shared purposes continues to propel RAYS.  

In 2025, sadly, RAYS founder, Tony Fry passed away. Barbara and Peter Halsall and one anonymous donor honoured Tony’s 
legacy through a matching campaign for RAYS students destined for college. Response was immediate, enthusiastic 
and large. 
The campaign ran throughout November and December 2025, and thanks to the generosity of many in the community 
and friends of Tony, RAYS raised a total of $45,600, including the combined contributions of $20,000 of our early sponsors 
(Peter and Barbara Halsall and an anonymous donor).
This remarkable outcome ensures that the Tony Fry College Award will be sustained for many years to come, supporting 
students as they pursue their post-secondary goals.

The Fry family were thrilled and commented that,  “Tony always believed in the potential of every young person, and that 
-what you do matters. RAYS carries that belief forward by helping local students access post-secondary education that 
might otherwise feel out of reach. Thank you for honouring Tony’s legacy and investing in the future of our community’s 
youth.” Catherine, Jennifer and Stephanie Fry.

We are, as well, grateful for all our donors and are thrilled with many who are now multi-year contributors. 

Our local community businesses and clubs have shown their enthusiasm for RAYS with some unique financial support.
Lagom, in Creemore, chose RAYS as the recipient of funds from their new ice-cream shop - we received a welcomed 
financial gift as many enjoyed the new Lagom Flavour- Midsummer Dream!
The Clearview Kin, which organizes community events to raise funds for local causes, chose us when they hosted a 
baseball tournament in September 2025, at Gowan Park in Creemore - Thanks for the generous cheque of $2750!

Gail and Doug Todgham are long-time residents of Mulmur and have been dedicated 
supporters of RAYS for more than 10 years. We asked them why they consistently 
choose to give.
“We care about our community — the schools, the small businesses, and the families 
who live in the area.  We want local youth to pursue post-secondary education in 
the fields that inspire them, with fewer financial barriers.  We are happy to support 
RAYS, an organization that combines financial assistance with mentoring.  Our own 
children had every educational opportunity, and we want to help the next generation 
achieve their goals. Ultimately, we support RAYS because we believe that when 
young people succeed, the entire community benefits.”

Deirdre Pringle and John Shore  have been residents of Clearview since 1990, 
moving from the Glencairn area to Creemore in 2013. They are strong believers in the 
value of post-secondary education and in encouraging young people to pursue their 
dreams. Deirdre taught with the Simcoe County Board of Education for 31 years, 
while John worked as a financial analyst with Alimentation Couche-Tard and was 
actively involved with Big Brothers- Big Sisters of Barrie. They enjoy staying active 
and spend many hours training together. In their retirement, they enjoy walking their 
dog, gardening, snowshoeing, and spending time at the cottage stand-up paddle 
boarding. Travel is another shared passion. Deirdre and John have been involved with 
RAYS for more than five years. Deirdre and John commented, “we especially value 
their connection with the organization and the relationships we have developed with 
the students we sponsor. Supporting young people as they begin their independent 
lives is deeply rewarding and continually inspiring.”

Our generous funders represent an enthusiastic vote of confidence in our local 
students. We spotlight two:

Thank you all 106 donors for 2025!
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SPOTLIGHT ON MENTORING 
As an organization, RAYS pairs funding with mentoring, because our awards open doors, but guidance, through our 
mentors,  helps students walk through them with confidence. Post-secondary education—whether university, college, or 
apprenticeship—comes with complex systems, unwritten rules, and decisions that can feel overwhelming. Many of our 
award recipients say that the mentoring support was so critical to them at key stages in their post-secondary journey. 
Our mentoring process develops over time and can be unique to each student and mentor-  at times as a problem-solver, 
at other times as an empathetic ‘guide-on-the-side’ and at others as a cheerleader!
RAYS owes each and every mentor our thanks for their support, over time, to our students. 

We would like to highlight Nadine Finbow:
Nadine is a Senior Associate Lawyer practicing with Barriston Law and based primarily 
out of their Collingwood office. Nadine was raised in Collingwood and is a graduate of 
Cameron St. Public School and CCI. She feels very fortunate to have the opportunity to 
practice law in her hometown. She graduated from the University of Guelph with a double 
major in geography and history, before attending law school at Western University. Nadine 
is currently the President of the Simcoe County Family Law Lawyers’ Association, and a 
member of the Rotary Club of Collingwood-South Georgian Bay. In her spare time, Nadine 
and her husband like to ski, golf and hike with their dog, Ethel. She also enjoys attending 
Toronto sporting events, going to concerts, and travelling whenever possible. Nadine 

commented, “at Barriston Law we have welcomed students in cooperative education programs from local secondary 
schools. I was so thrilled to be asked to mentor a student whose goal is a law degree. It’s a rewarding way to give back 
to my home community.”

Thanks to volunteer mentors for 2025:
Carolyn Davies, Geoff Davies, Erik Fish, Nadine Finbow, Catherine Fuller, Janet Gillham, Bruce Gillham, Peter Halsall, 
Lynda Jeffrey, Christine Jenkins, Dr. Teresa Kitai, Serge Lafleur, Craig Lillico, Emily Mejia, Susie Mcleod, Douglas 
McKechnie, James McSherry, Betty-ann Patterson, Tom Schellenberg, Yvonne Penning, Heather Rowell, Diana 
Wiszniewska.

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR BOARD AND COMMITTEES
RAYS is governed by a community of volunteers eager to share their expertise in not-for-profit profit management, 
philanthropy, digital media, finance, law, and education, as well as their profound passion for young people. We are so 
grateful to each and every one of them.

RAYS Board of Directors 2025
Barbara Lemaire, Board Chair
Craig Lillico, Treasurer
Betty-ann Patterson, Secretary
Erik Fish, College and Apprenticeships Awards Chair
Janet Gillham, University Awards Chair
Susan Tremblay, Fund Development 
Rylie Farness, Communications
Richard Harvey, Member at large

This AGM marks the retirement of Board Treasurer Craig Lilico, and we 
would like to thank him profoundly for his service. Craig was an invaluable 
member of the Task Force arising from our RAYS strategic planning as well 
as strengthening our financial procedures.  
Craig - thanks so much from all of us!

Overall in 2025, RAYS supported 
•	17 students in university  
	 programs
•	14 in community college  
	 programs
•	2 in apprenticeships 
Through the generous financial 
support of 106 donors and, 
Through the generous time 
commitment of 41 volunteers.
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CRAIG LILLICO, a resident of Clearview Township, retired from a career as a Chartered 
Accountant and over 30 years of  involvement in charitable organizations where he held 
the Chief Financial Officer role. Craig provided an extensive background in financial 
management and not-for-profit governance to his work with RAYS. Craig is currently a 
member of the Collingwood General and Marine Hospital Board of Directors and has formerly 
been a volunteer Board member and Treasurer of several not-for-profit organizations, has 
served as a member of advisory committees to the Federal and Provincial government and 
participated on charity panels advising on not-for-profit legal and accounting matters. 
Craig commented, “the mission of RAYS resonated to me as a volunteer; the mentorship and 
financial support that RAYS provides helps students achieve their full potential and increase 
their chances of success in post secondary education. Neither of my parents had pursued a 
university education; I would have benefited from the mentorship and advice RAYS provides 
to help guide me through the unique challenges faced in post secondary education.”

We are delighted to welcome to RICHARD HARVEY, our incoming RAYS Treasurer. 
Richard joined the RAYS board in 2025 as a member at large and looks forward to being 
the incoming Treasurer in 2026. Since 2018, Richard has largely been a resident of Mulmur 
while still maintaining a base in Toronto. After retiring from a finance career at Rogers 
Communications, he has enjoyed time spent locally at the Mad River Golf Club, The Mulmur 
Hills Racquet Club and hiking sections of the Bruce Trail.  On the volunteer side, in addition 
to RAYS, he has been a volunteer Transplant Ambassador, coaching kidney disease patients 
going through the transplant process. Richard received a kidney transplant from his wife 
Gwen in 2024. Prior to that he has been involved with the Kidney Foundation Ontario and 
Studio180 (an arts organization) in various board roles. Richard  While being new to RAYS 
as both a donor and volunteer, Richard has already seen and felt the positive impact this 
organization has had for the talented and aspiring students in the Creemore area.

Our standing committees for University, College and Apprenticeships awards, give generously of their time. Committees 
provide a vital role in RAYS selection processes, out-reach to our schools and the many interactions with our awardees - 
only a few of their tasks. We are so gratified that our committees are constantly refreshed with new members.  

OUR COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR 2025 ARE:
Catherine Fuller, Nick Forrest, Basil Guinane, Lynda Jeffrey, Doug McKechnie, Susie Mcleod, Denis Mildon, Kevin Reilly, 
Heather Rowell, Karin Stephens  and Cate Woodward. 
Catherine Fuller is retiring from the University Awards committee, having served for many years- with our gratitude 
Catherine!  
Last year Nick Forrest retired, after many years of service,  as the Board chair of the now named Community College 
and Apprenticeships committee. We celebrated  his contributions at the 2024 AGM of RAYS and now Nick has decided 
the time as come to step back as a member of the Community College and Apprenticeships committee…thanks for 
everything Nick!

SUSIE MCLEOD has been a member of the RAYS College & Apprenticeship Awards 
Committee since 2023. In 2022, Susie retired from Collingwood Collegiate Institute where 
she coordinated the school’s co-op program. This program found work placements for 
high school students interested in all pathways, including the skilled trades. Most RAYS 
apprentices come out of a high school co-op program. Susie worked at Collingwood 
Collegiate for 25 years, where she started teaching science.  She went to high school in 
Flesherton and attended Toronto Metropolitan University for Public Health. Susie worked 
in Public Health for 5 years before returning to school at Nipissing University to obtain her 
teaching certificate. She lives on a farm outside Duntroon with her husband Bill.  Susie has 
two sons who both are involved in helping on the family farm. Susie is active in our community. 
She is on the steering committee of One Hundred Women Who Care South Georgian Triangle. 
She volunteers once a week at the Collingwood Collegiate library, in their maker space. She 
is active in a quilting group. Susie is responsible for managing the relationship between high 
schools and the RAYS College & Apprenticeship Awards Committee. She provides valuable 
experience with, and a commitment to, the school system and our community.  
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR STUDENTS:
Taking that first step into post-secondary and……off they go!

HAILEY GRIFFIN
“One of the most meaningful parts of my first semester at Queen’s has been the people I’ve 
surrounded myself with. I’ve met so many different personalities and been exposed to a wide 
range of beliefs and perspectives, which has made my university experience both challenging 
and exciting. Being in philosophy and politics, I’ve spent a lot of time debating people with 
completely different opinions than my own. Many of the students I’ve become close with come 
from lifestyles very different from mine, which has pushed me to think differently and question 
my own assumptions. Through all of this, I’ve grown more confident in my ideas while also learning 
how to listen, engage, and understand perspectives beyond my own. My first semester flew by, 
and these experiences made it an exciting, challenging, and unforgettable start to university.”

MILES DEMPSEY
Although I was really busy in my first semester, over time I was able to become better at balancing 
my time between work and life. I love the university lifestyle. It feels much more independent 
than high school. I am able to control my schedule, allowing for much more flexibility. I also like 
that I am surrounded by driven people who are passionate about what they are doing. Overall I 
had a great first semester and I am loving my opportunity in track and field, my new friends and  
my work life balance.

CHRISTOPHER STEPHENS
I had a very busy first year with courses and activities related to my studies where met many 
great people both in my group projects and social clubs. I joined the Institute of Transportation 
Engineers (ITF), a global organization and will next year be the Treasurer of the Waterloo University 
Chapter. My final project was a full engineering plan and 3D model showcase of a hypothetical 
residence and I used Civil3D and Infraworks software to develop it. I even had a chance to teach 
a grade 8 class about the physics and engineering behind water infrastructures and I gave the 
class some insight and advice!

KEAGHAN DEA
Keaghan Dea became interested in design and fabrication of metal while helping her dad in 
his shop.  Keaghan expanded her understanding of materials and processes at Collingwood 
Collegiate in their Technology and Co-operative Education programs.  Keaghan completed high 
school in 2025, including a work placement at MacLean Engineering in Collingwood.
Keaghan is attending Cambrian College in Sudbury for their Welding and Fabrication Program.  
She has accepted an offer with their Research & Development Internship Program and is working 
part time while at Cambrian and during the summer months.  She is working on projects for 
various companies and continues to challenge herself to acquire specific skills required in the 
fabrication of metal components. Keaghan continues to volunteer when she can in the Clearview 
area, whether at her dance studio or displaying her work at the Great Northern Exhibition.

ALYSSA ROWBOTHAM
Alyssa enrolled in the Medical Science Program at Western University. After careful 
consideration, Alyssa made the difficult decision to withdraw from the program which 
wasn’t the best fit for her. After soul-searching she realized that acting was her passion. She 
investigated various programs within Ontario and Toronto Metropolitan University’s program 
was her first choice. After a rigorous set of audititions, she was ultimately selected from a pool 
of 500 applicants for one of 24 spots. She has successfully enrolled in the Bachelor of Fine Arts 
in Acting Program.
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OUR GRADUATES 2026!
RORY DUFFY
My chosen program was unique and through the forensics courses I have been given novel, 
hands-on activities that simulate real crime situations. In various labs, I have documented 
and photographed stage crime scenes and car accidents, dusted for fingerprints and used 
black lights to search for hidden evidence. In my psychology courses I have participated in 
mock trials (winning my case and finding the defendant guilty!), psychological studies, and 
thesis groups. I have also been able to participate in some wonderful extracurriculars.  This 
past year I played a leading role in the university’s production of Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory. I have learned fencing, become the VP of our University Psychological Undergrad 
Association and Secretary of the Women In Law Association. Becoming a criminal lawyer is a 
lifelong dream and the next step is this summer where I hope to spend a semester abroad in 
Canterbury England. I have been working and saving for this for two years!  

Rory commented that, “University has, and continues to be, a surreal dream come true every day. I have made the absolute 
most of every moment, knowing it wouldn’t be possible without RAYS. The skills I have gained and the experiences I have 
had are irreplaceable, and have given me the courage to try and pursue a semester abroad.” Congratulations Rory!

MARTIN HEWITT
Marty will graduate in June with his undergraduate degree in Math and Physical Sciences and 
seems to have found a passion- climate science and more study and research  will follow. 
He has received two research grants in the climate science field- one in analysis of large 
computer models looking at long term challenges in climate and the second in analysis of 
the inner workings of ocean currents. Marty is awaiting news of acceptance into graduate 
programs in either Canada or Europe to continue his climate science work. Congratulations 
Marty!

LAUREN McDERMID
Lauren will graduate from Ontario Tech university with a degree in Kinesiology. Her 
contributions within both the university and the Oshawa community in the areas of wellness 
and physical fitness will serve her well as she takes the next step following graduation. 
Congratulations Lauren!( Lauren McDermid
Lauren has just completed her undergrad degree and is very excited to have reached this 
milestone.  Her plans going forward are to complete her Personal Trainer certification over 
the summer, then in September she will enrol in Georgian College’s Recreational Therapy 
program.  She also has a goal of writing her exam to become a Registered Kinesiologist.  She 
chose this path because she has a genuine interest in helping others to live healthier and 
more fulfilling lives. Congratulations Lauren!

LIBBY MILLSAP
Throughout my final year here at Western I have had the opportunity to be apart of a student 
practicum, where I have a placement at the Childrens’ Hospital here in London. Thorough the 
hospital I work with a non-profit organization, working with children and youth with physical 
and developmental disabilities as they move through individualized fitness programs. 
Each week I work with new kids helping to support movement-based activities, adaptive 
programming and functional play in a clinical setting. Most of the kids I work with struggle 
with autism or Down Syndrome, although I shouldn’t use the word struggle, as alot of these 
kids are thriving with amazing accomplishments (from reaching awesome milestones to even 
winning medals at the special olympics). This placement has been an amazing opportunity 
for me, not only because of the knowledge I have gained but also through the meaningful 
connections I’ve built with the children, families and professionals involved. These kids alone 

have taught me so much, and I am very grateful to have made a difference in their lives as much as they have made a 
difference in mine. Congratulations to you Libby!
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ETHAN SALLOWS is a student at Fleming College in their 2-year paralegal diploma program. Ethan is continuing to 
university, witha view to a law degree.  “Law school has always been my intention. My college diploma is one step along 
that path.”  Ethan grew up in Creemore. He graduated from Stayner Collegiate High School in 2024. In the fall 2026, Ethan 
will be attending the University of Ontario Institute of Technology to obtain a Bachelor of Arts in legal studies. Ethan 
received an award from RAYS in 2024 and 2025. He used his award to help pay tuition.

BAILEY LEMMON is a plumber with Nash Plumbing in Creemore. Bailey commented 
that, “every job is different. Every house is different. I really like the challenge of solving new 
problems.” At Stayner Collegiate, Bailey Lemmon took two co-op semesters as a plumber’s 
helper. She graduated in 2022 and was employed by Nash Plumbing as an apprentice. Bailey 
completed her apprenticeship in 2025 and is working full-time and enjoying her job. She is 
preparing to pass her Red Seal exam, a certification recognized across Canada. Bailey plays 
Slow Pitch baseball on both women’s and co-ed community teams.  Bailey received an 
apprenticeship award from RAYS in 2022.  Bailey used her award to help pay for tools and 
workwear.

JOSH SWIFT graduated 2019 with his undergraduate degree. He is currently enrolled at the University of Oxford (UK), 
where he is pursuing an MSc in Sustainability, Enterprise and the Environment with the support of a scholarship. Prior 
to beginning his studies, Josh served in public service as an advisor in former Environment Minister Steven Guilbeault’s 
office, worked with Mark Carney’s prime ministerial campaign team, and most recently held a policy coordinator-advisor 
role in the Prime Minister’s Office.

EDEN LLOYD began her Bachelor of Education Program in the fall of 2025 after graduating from Western University 

in 2024.  From Eden’s perspective - “I have 2 weeks left of classes and then I start out on my next placement in a Grade 
6 class. I’m really enjoying my BA of education. Lakehead is offering an accelerated program throughout the summer 
which I am going to be taking” .

Comments and stories from our students:  
Next steps in their studies and careers…

Thank you for continuing to believe in the RAYS organization. With your support, we are not only 
strengthening the abilities of our local students —we are strengthening our community and 
country.

Barbara Lemaire
Chair of RAYS 


