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RAYS FALL 2025 UPDATE - CELEBRATING YOUR IMPACT
Thank you for making a difference

On behalf of the RAYS students, their families, and our
dedicated volunteers, we want to extend our heartfelt
gratitude for your investment in the future of our local
youth. Your support truly makes a difference.

RAYS is committed to providing financial awards and
mentorship to students pursuing post-secondary
education. Our University Awards Committee (previously
Scholarship Committee) focuses on students heading
to university, while the College & Apprenticeship
Awards Committee (previously the Bursary Committee)
supports those entering college, trade programs, or
apprenticeships. Throughout 2025, both Committees
have worked diligently with school guidance counselors
to interview and select deserving candidates for our
awards. We were thrilled by the strong pool of applicants
across all programs.

Congratulations to all RAYS students, graduates, and
volunteers for a successful 2025! Thank you for helping
shape a brighter future for our community.

RAYS Matching Gift Campaign
for the Tony Fry College Award

Thanks to the generosity of

Peter and Barbara Halsall and an
anonymous donor, every donation
made to RAYS (College Program)
during the months of November
and December will be matched
dollar-for-dollar up to $20,000.
“Tony Fry’s dream was simple yet
powerful: to help young people
reach for their full potential.

We share that vision and are
committed to continue supporting
our youth through this initiative.”
Halsalls and anonymous donor

To donate: visit
www.raysawards.com
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CONGRATULATIONS TO RAYS 2025 GRADUATES

Congratulations to the recipients of RAYS awards who have
successfully graduated from their education programs in 2025:

JULIA BROOKS Associate Diploma in Agriculture, University of Guelph, Ridgetown
Currently, Julia is working towards her real estate license and an AZ license (the highest
class of commercial driver's license in Ontario).

NATALIE CARLSON Diploma Environmental Management, University of Guelph, Ridgetown
Natalie has a permanent position as a Wastewater/Water Operator with the City of Orillia.
She is working toward obtaining her Level 1 certification in both wastewater and water
treatment.

GRAYDON FARNESS Bachelor of Arts, History, Trent University

Currently pursuing a Bachelor of Education (BEd) at Queen's University

AVARYANNAH LANE Pre-health Sciences certificate from Georgian College (Barrie)
Currently pursuing an advanced diploma in Medical Radiation Technology at Cambrian
College (Sudbury).

GRACIE LELIVELD Diploma, Architectual Technology, Georgian College

ELLA MCLEAN Bachelor of Science, Nursing, Western University

Now nursing in critical care unit of the Brightshores Health System (Owen Sound)
HANNAH OAKEY Bachelor of Science, Animal Biology University of Guelph
Currently pursuing a Masters in Animal Biology, University of Guelph

TIM SPEYER Bachelor of Aerospace Engineering, Carleton University
Currently employed as a Mechanical Designer at Innovative Automation in Barrie

CONNOR WALKER Associate Diploma in Agriculture, University of Guelph, Ridgetown
Connor works with his family on their dairy farm south of Stayner. He has received an AZ
license (the highest class of commercial driver's license in Ontario).

RAYS STUDENTS - THEIR JOURNEYS

Marty Hewitt explores climate science research

Marty graduated from Collingwood Collegiate in 2022 and is enrolled in the
Math and Physical Sciences program at University of Toronto's Innis College.
While climate science is a major focus of his efforts, he has enjoyed the
diversity of course offerings at U of Tincluding seminar course “Marco Polo’s
World” which looked at art history through the lens of The Travels of Marco
Polo.

He has received two research grants in the climate science field for summer internships. The first involved
analysis of large computer models looking at long term changes in climate. The second was in physical
oceanography using computer models to analyze the inner workings of ocean currents. He is currently
completing applications for graduate school at U of T or in Europe to continue his climate science work.

While his academic experience has been stimulating, on reflection, he notes the importance of being involved
in the university community and the unique environment it offers to broaden one's perspective and education.

Our Community Rallies Around RAYS!

The Clearview Kin, a local chapter of Kin Canada, organizes community events to raise funds for local
causes. This fall, the group hosted a baseball tournament at Gowan Park, with all proceeds generously
donated to RAYS. We're deeply grateful for their support—thank you, Clearview Kin!

This summer, RAYS was thrilled to be chosen by Lagom in Creemore as the donor for a created Lagom’s
Midsummer Dream by the Good Behaviour. Select proceeds from purchases of the ice cream goes to
RAYS and it was a wonderful summer for eating ice cream. RAYS thanks Lagom owners Laurie Severn
and Pere Armengol for their generosity!

PAST GRADUATES
HIGHLIGHTS

EDEN LLOYD RAYS 2020 has
headed to Lakehead University,
Teaching Degree, September 2025

RYLIE FARNESS RAYS 2019is
registered at University of Windsor
for a Master of Social Work,
September 2025

MAY BLACK RAYS 2020

graduate of the Wilfrid Laurier
Community Music Program is
entering year two of a post-
graduate teaching degree at
University of Ottawa. May begins
her teaching practice in an
elementary school in Ottawa in
September 2025 and is pictured in
her classroom, excitedly preparing
for the first day!

ROSALYN MARTIN RAYS 2017 has
completed her law degree at
Queen's University

RYLEE MCGREGOR RAYS 2016
has just graduated as a Doctor of
Naturopathy.




IN 2025, RAYS PROVIDED AWARDS to 15 NEW STUDENTS

UNIVERSITY-BOUND STUDENTS

RAYS Board approved scholarship awards of $20,000 over four years for four
high school graduates beginning university programs in September 2025.

 Miles Dempsey, of Creemore, has entered an Engineering Program at
Dalhousie University in Halifax

« Hailey Griffin, of Clearview, has commenced a Political Science Program at
Queens University in Kington

« Alyssa Rowbotham, of Creemore, is pursuing a Medical Science Program at
Western University in London

« Christopher Stephens, of Creemore, has entered a Civil Engineering Program
at University of Waterloo

In addition, RAYS awarded an Award of Merit (4000 over two years) to two
students:

 Hannah Bloemendal, of New Lowell, is enrolled in Biomedical and
Mechanical Engineering Program at Carleton University, Ottawa

« Isabella May, of Stayner, is enrolled in the Sport Management Program at
Brock University, St. Catherines

RAYS STUDENTS - THEIR JOURNEYS

Makenna Halliday - Pursuing a degree in Mental Health and Addictions

University.

COLLEGE-BOUND STUDENTS

RAYS Board approved awards ranging from $2000 to $4000 for six new high
school graduates beginning college programs in 2025.

« Erika Barton, Stayner - Registered Practical Nurse Program, Georgian
College, Barrie

» Keaghan Dea, Stayner - Welding and Fabrication Technician, Cambrian
College, Sudbury

« Samantha Grohal, Mulmur - Bakery and Pastry Arts Management, Conestoga
College, Waterloo

« Jackson Mitchell, New Lowell - Electro Mechanical Engineering, Algonguin
College, Ottawa

« Jack Walsh. New Lowell - Architecture Technology, Georgian College, Barrie

« Viktoria Williams, Stayner - Pre-Service Fire Fighting, St. Lawrence College,
Kingston

APPRENTICESHIP BOUND STUDENTS

RAYS Board approved awards of $1300 to two recipients for their
apprenticeship programs:

« Shane Bowman, Stayner - Truck and Coach Technician apprenticeship with
Steer Enterprises

» Graham Monahan, Glen Huron - Plumbing apprenticeship with James Cober
Plumbing

OTHER AWARDS

The RAYS Board also administers an award in the name of Bryan Ellis. This year
$2000 was awarded to Brooke Merkley, Mulmur, who is entering a Practical
Nursing program.

ALYSSA ROWBOTHAM, UNIVERSITY AWARD
RECIPIENT 2025

“I'm deeply honoured and grateful to be a recipient of the
RAYS scholarship. Your generosity is not only helping

me financially as | begin my post-secondary journey, but

/s also giving me a boost of confidence as | take on new
challenges. Knowing that you believe in students like me
inspires me to continue working hard and making the most
of the opportunities ahead. Thank you for investing in my
future.”

Makenna Halliday grew up on a farm near Dunedin. She graduated from Stayner Collegiate in 2020. Makenna began college,
during Covid, at Canador College in North Bay. Due to the college’s lock down policy, Makenna was isolated in her residence
learning on-line! She persevered and graduated two years later with a Social Services Worker Diploma. Following graduation,
Makenna worked as a Youth Counselor at a local residential group home for teens. Makenna also took courses at Trent

In May 2024, Makenna began studies in the Mental Health and Addiction program at Seneca College. This program teaches
therapeutic interventions designed to support individuals, families and communities with mental health and addiction issues.
Makenna expects to graduate with a Bachelor of Mental Health and Addiction in the spring of 2026.

RAYS is pleased to have provided financial support to Makenna throughout her educational journey. Her mentor has witnessed her initiative, academic success

and commitment to others. We wish her all the best!



RAYS STUDENTS - THEIR JOURNEYS

Samantha Grohal pursues Bakery and Pastry Program

Sam Grohal's knowledge of baking came from her Oma, with whom she spent countless hours in the kitchen. “She planted the
roots for my love of baking, and her stories of baking with the few ingredients she could access as a child and visiting cafes
and bakeries in Germany inspired my dream of owning a bakery of my own.”

During high school, Sam attended a 14-week course at Conestoga College (Waterloo) learning the basics of pastry making. She

also completed her high school co-op placement at The Ten of Tarts, a bakery in Shelburne.

This September, Sam returned to Conestoga College as a student in their two-year Bakery and Pastry Arts Management
program. This is a highly sought after course which includes a mix of patisserie training and management skills needed to
operate a successful business.

Sam grew up near Glencairn. She graduated from Centre Dufferin District High School in June, 2025.
RAYS is pleased to support Sam with an award of $2000 a year for 2 years.

The generous support of all RAYS donors makes a significant difference to our students. Recent graduate, Ella McLean, has commented
that, “throughout my schooling, RAYS has provided me with an abundance of support, advice and kindness. With every interaction, it
becomes clearer that RAYS always prioritized the success and happiness of their stuaents. | am forever grateful for the time | spent
as a RAYS scholar and cannot express how thankful | am for every opportunity presented to me.”

We want you to know that both the students and their families tremendously value the generosity of RAYS donors.

Other developments at RAYS OVERALL IN 2025, RAYS
« RAYS AGM held on May 4, 2025 with over 40 attendees. The meeting included presentations ISR I Gl IV 2y
from three students and one alumni —all so well received. Wonderful to hear how well the SUPPORT TO A TOTAL OF
students and alumni are doing. Sl ALOCALAREASTUDENS
IN UNIVERSITY,
« RAYS Summer Awards event honouring the 2025 award winners brought together new « 14 STUDENTS IN COLLEGE

students, their families, RAYS sponsors and volunteers. Thank you to Barbara and Pierre « 3 STUDENTS PURSUING
Lemaire for hosting. APPRENTICESHIPS.
« RAYS Student Forum was held in July where senior RAYS Scholarship recipients Justin

Rowbotham, Oscar Krause and Lindsay McDermitt met with the 2025 award recipients to share their university experiences and to
answer questions.

« RAYS benefits tremendously from the involvement of our volunteer committee members — Nick Forrest, Catherine Fuller,
Lynda Jeffery, James McSherry, Denis Mildon, Doug McKechnie, Susie McLeod, and Heather Rowell.

We thank them for their commitment and efforts in delivering our award programs and

RAYS BOARD MEMBERS assisting in our governance.

INCLUDE:
Barbara Lemaire, Board Chair « RAYS commends the volunteers, coming from a wide variety of careers and professions, who

Craig Lillico, Treasurer serve as mentors for all college and university award recipients. There are over 30+ of them
Betty-ann Patterson, Secretary and our current and graduating RAYS students often comment on the value of their ongoing

Erik Fish, College & Apprenticeship relationship with their mentors.
Awards Chair

AT e s Your support of RAYS and local area youth is highly valued. You're investing in a brighter future.
Susan Tremblay, Fund Development Donations to RAYS are welcome payable to RAYS Resources for Area Youth Success,
Rylie Farness, Communications PO. Box 2052, Creemore, ON LOM 1G0, online at www.raysawards.com, or by e-transfer to
Richard Harvey, Member-at-Large treasurer@raysawards.com.

Best regards,
Barbara Lemaire, Chair of the Board, RAYS

Susan Tremblay, Chair, Fund Development
www.raysawards.com




