
RAYS FALL 2024 UPDATE TO SPONSORS, DONORS AND FRIENDS

Thank you for making a difference
On behalf of the RAYS students, their families, and our dedicated volunteers, we want to extend our 
heartfelt gratitude for your investment in the future of our local youth. Your support truly makes a 
difference.

RAYS is committed to providing financial awards and mentorship to students pursuing post-secondary 
education. Our Scholarship Committee focuses on students heading to university, while the Bursary 
Committee supports those entering college, trade programs, or apprenticeships. Throughout 2024, 
both Committees have worked diligently with school guidance counselors to interview and select 
deserving candidates for our awards. We were thrilled by the strong pool of applicants across all 
programs.

Congratulations to all RAYS students, graduates, and volunteers for a successful 2024! Thank you for 
helping shape a brighter future for our community.

RAYS 2024 GRADUATES 
Congratulations to the following students, who had been recipients of RAYS awards and have  
successfully graduated from their education programs in 2024: 

May Black	 Music Program at Wilfred Laurier University
	 Currently pursuing a Bachelor of Education Program at Queen’s University
 
Eden Lloyd	 Social Science Degree from Western University
	 Now employed as Assistant Educator at Unique Minds Academy in Barrie 

Jessica Blair	 Lab Technician Diploma Program at Georgian College
	 Now employed as Medical Lab Assistant, Georgian Bay Hospital, Midland

Claire Gillis	 Advanced Diploma in Child and Youth Care from Fanshawe College
	 Employed at Vanier Children Services in London as a child and youth counsellor
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Ryan Gillis	 Child and Youth Worker Diploma from Mohawk College

Tristan Goodfellow	 Computer Engineering Technologist Advanced Diploma at Conestoga College

Abigail Laferriere	 Esthetician Diploma from Fleming College
	 Employed with Iwa Spa, Blue Mountains

Allison McLeod	 Honours Bachelor of Commerce(Management) Degree from Fanshawe College 
	 Employed with Skate Ontario as the Officials Coordinator

Molly Nicholson	 Fitness and Health Promotion Diploma Program at Fanshawe College
	 Beginning job as Assistant to Program Director, Mansfield Ski Club

Lauren Wilson	 Massage Therapy Diploma program at Georgian College

RAYS 2024 GRADUATES (Continued)

PAST GRADUATES HIGHLIGHTS 
Rylie Farness, graduate of 2023 from Nipissing University with a Bachelor of Social Work is employed in 
Collingwood as a residential caseworker at Home Horizon, where she provides critical services to at-risk 

youth, and as a social worker at Oscar’s Place Rehabilitation and Wellness Centre for Children.  Rylie 
recently joined RAYS Board and chairs the Communication Committee for RAYS.

IN 2024, RAYS PROVIDED AWARDS to 15 NEW STUDENTS   
UNIVERSITY-BOUND STUDENTS (SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM) 
RAYS Board approved scholarship awards of $20,000 over four years for three high school graduates beginning 
university programs in September 2024. 

•	 Ava Hogben, of Lavender, commenced a  
	 Bachelor of Arts Program at University of Toronto,  
	 Mississauga Campus

•	 Oscar Krause, of Batteaux, is enrolled in  
	 Engineering Science (Co-op) at University of  
	 Toronto, St. George Campus

•	 Lindsay McDermid, of Duntroon, has entered the  
	 Social Work Program at Lakehead University  
	 (Orillia Campus)

In addition, RAYS awarded an Award of Merit to two 
students: 

•	 J Sullivan “Sully” Nabuurs, of Stayner, is  
	 pursuing Electrical Engineering at Carleton  
	 University.

•	 Lily Wice, of Stayner, is enrolled in Environmental  
	 Engineering at University of Guelph. 

Janet Gillham, Oscar Krause, Ava Hogben,  
Sully Nabours and Lily Wice
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COLLEGE-BOUND STUDENTS (BURSARY PROGRAM)
RAYS Board approved awards ranging from $1500 to $3000 for seven new high school graduates beginning 
college programs in 2024.  

Tayor Boyer, Stayner	 Lab Technologist Program at Cambrian College	

Mairin Duffy, Glencairn	 Aviation Technology Program at Sault College	

Charles Isaac, Singhampton	 Mechanical Technician – General Machinist at Conestoga College	

Avaryannah Lane, Creemore	 Pre-Health Program at Georgian College	

Nicholas Legge, Mulmur	 Aviation Technology Program at Sault College	

Olivia Newell, Stayner	 Nursing Degree Program at Lambton College	

Ethan Swallows, Creemore	 Paralegal Program at Fleming College 
	

In addition, three students received awards towards their apprenticeship/ trades programs: 

Jakob Hayward, Creemore	 Carpentry Apprenticeship 

Eric Morby, Stayner	 Carpentry Apprenticeship 

Emma Day, Mulmur	 Welding Program 

Board members include:

Barbara Lemaire 
Board Chair 

Craig Lillico  
Treasurer 

Betty-ann Patterson  
Secretary 

Nick Forrest  
Bursary Chair 

Janet Gillham  
Scholarship Chair

Susan Tremblay 
Fund Development  

Rylie Farness 
Communications 

Erik Fish 
Member-at-Large

The generous support of donors like you makes a significant difference to 
our students.  Recent graduate, Rosalyn Martin noted that receiving both 
mentoring and financial support for four years from RAYS had “alleviated 
financial stress, allowing me to spend time volunteering, getting involved in 
community work and developing career networks”.   

We want you to know that both the students and their families tremendously 
value the generosity of RAYS donors. 

Other developments at RAYS

•	 RAYS AGM held on May 5, 2024 with over 40 attendees.  The meeting  
	 included presentations from three students and one alumni – all so well  
	 received.  Wonderful to hear how well the students and alumni are doing. 

•	 RAYS Board:  At RAYS AGM May 2024, new Board member Betty-ann  
	 Patterson was nominated and confirmed.  Outgoing Board members  
	 Serge Lafleur was warmly thanked for his years of dedication to RAYS.   
	 Since the AGM meeting, RAYS Board has welcomed three new board  
	 members: Janet Gillham who now chairs the Scholarship Committee,  
	 Rylie Farness who chairs the Communications Committee and Erik Fish,  
	 who joins the Board from the Bursary Committee.    

•	 RAYS Summer Awards event honouring the 2024 award winners brought  
	 together new students, their families, RAYS sponsors and volunteers.  
	 Thank you to Barbara and Pierre Lemaire for hosting. 
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•	 RAYS Student Forum was held in July where senior RAYS Scholarship recipients Libby Millsap, Addison  
	 Payment and Justin Rowbotham met with the 2024 award recipients to share their university experiences  
	 and to answer questions.

•	 In September, RAYS Board held a strategic planning session facilitated by a consultant with Management  
	 Advisory Services (providing pro-bono services to non-profits).  The Board will be working on its strategic  
	 and operational plan over the next 3 years.  

•	 RAYS community outreach has continued with articles in the Creemore Echo and posts to RAYS facebook  
	 page and Instagram.   

•	 RAYS benefits tremendously from the involvement of our volunteer committee members – Erik Fish,  
	 Catherine Fuller, Christine Jenkins, Lynda Jeffery, Ron March, James McSherry, Denis Mildon, Susie  
	 McLeod, Heather Rowell and Diana Wiszniewska.  We thank them for their commitment and efforts in  
	 delivering our award programs and assisting in our governance.

•	 RAYS commends the volunteers, coming from a wide variety of careers and professions, who serve as  
	 mentors for all Bursary and Scholarship recipients. There are over 30+ of them and our current and  
	 graduating RAYS students often comment on the value of their ongoing relationship with their mentors.

Your support of RAYS and local area youth is highly valued. You’re investing in a brighter future.

Donations to RAYS are welcome payable to RAYS Resources for Area Youth Success,  
P.O. Box 2052, Creemore, ON L0M 1G0, online at www.raysscholarships.com, or by e-transfer to  
treasurer@raysscholarships.com.

Best regards,

Barbara Lemaire, Chair of the Board, RAYS 	
Susan Tremblay, Chair, Fund Development 
http://raysscholarships.com/. 
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Overall in 2024, RAYS donors have 
provided support to a total of 14 
local area students in university, 15 
students in college and two students 
pursuing apprenticeships.


